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Dorm prices to increase for fall semester 


By Anthony Williams 
Staff Writer 

Students will pay more 
to live on campus next 
year. Residential Opera¬ 
tions has increased room 
and board fees for the first 
time since 2002, Area 
Coordinator Jennifer 
Shepherd said. 

“It's increasing $150 
dollars per person, mak¬ 
ing the cost of room and 
board $2,000 per semes¬ 
ter," Shepherd said. “And 
it is not because of the tax 
rollback. Valley Food 
Services has been in¬ 
creasing their prices for 
the past few years, and 
we've been absorbing it, 
but now we are passing it 
on to the students.” 

Residential Operations 

is also reorganizing stu¬ 
dents’ Internet service. 

“We’re adding wireless 
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Hudnall Hall is one of eight donns with increased price starting 
in the fall of2005. 


ethernet, through cable,” 
Assistant Housing Direc¬ 
tor Brett Manley said. 
“There will be two ports 
installed per room. The 
equipment and lines are 
also part of the reason for 
the increase.” 

The eight dorms on 
campus are almost to full 

capacity fur this fall. Mute 

dorms may be on the way, 


but not for fall. 

”We do anticipate two 
new dormitories,” Student 
Services Director Dr. Otis 
Webster said. “We're wait¬ 
ing on plans to finalize, but 
we have looked at specs for 
one to house 450 students. 
It’s in the future. We're just 
waiting for the green light.” 

Full uf llic fee increase 

would fund needed repairs to 


Facuity choose 3 
to honor at graduation 


By Brooke Langston 
Staff Writer 

Three graduating stu¬ 
dents have won the top 
awards to be presented at 
Spring Commencement 
May 14. The faculty 
voted John Tindel and 
Maygen Stevens the Ro¬ 
tary Young Citizens and 
Taylor Flowers won the 
Watson Wise Incentive 
Award. 

A liberal arts and his¬ 
tory major, Tindel serves 
as president of the Sopho¬ 
more Class and Webb His¬ 
torical Society. A Presi¬ 
dential Scholar, he is a fi¬ 
nalist for the David L. 
Boren Scholarship of the 
National Security Educa¬ 
tion Program. 

This full scholarship 
includes studying for one 
year at the Center for Rus¬ 
sian Language and Cul¬ 
ture at St. Petersburg State 
University in Russia. 


Tindel also keeps busy as an 
Eagle Scout. 

Stevens will transfer to 
the University of Texas at 
Tyler and major in biology 
with a chemistry minor. She 
is also involved in TJC ac¬ 
tivities including Phi Theta 
Kappa. She won the Scot¬ 
tish Rite Legacy Scholarship 
and has applied for an intern¬ 
ship with the FBI. Stevens 
plans to work in the field of 
DNA and genetic research. 

Theater major Flowers 
won the Watson Wise Incen¬ 
tive Award. Active in Phi 
Theta Kappa, Delta Xi 
Omega and Las Mascaras 
Speech and Drama Club, 
Flowers was named the by 
the six-state Southwest The¬ 
atre Association as Out¬ 
standing College Drama 
Student. A Presidential 
Scholar, he has been ac¬ 
cepted at the State Univer¬ 
sity of New York, where he 
will attend next fall. 


Bateman and Claridge 
halls, but Webster said 
the increase is mainly 
for “operational expen¬ 
ditures to sustain main- 
tenance. We have a 
new agreement with 
Valley, and anticipate 
increased quality in the 
food services. We'll 
have a new fiber optic 
network, voice-over 
single line phones and 
our cable service will 


be fine-tuned." 

Webster said the main 
goal is to make sure stu¬ 
dents are comfortable and 
that their on-campus liv¬ 
ing needs are met. 

“There are many com¬ 
munity colleges in the 
state whose prices exceed 
ours. As long as we do ev¬ 
erything to keep our 
dorms in first class condi¬ 
tion, we’re okay,” he said. 


Final Exam Schedule 

Class Time 

Exam Time 

Monday, May 9 

5:35-6 p.m., M 

5:35-7:25 p.m. 

7 p.m., M 

7:35-9:25 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 10 

7 a.m., TR 

8-9:50 a.m. 

9:50 a.m., TR 

10-11:50 a.m. 

12:40 p.m., TR 

1-2:50 p.m. 

2:05 p.m., TR 

3-4:50 p.m. 

5:35 & 6 p.m., T 

5:35-7:25 p.m. 

5:35 p.m., TR 

5:35-7:25 p.m. 

7 p.m., T 

7:35-9:25 p.m. 

7 p.m., TR 

7:35-9:25 p.m. 

Wednesday, 

May 11 

8 a.m., MWF 

8-9:50 a.m. 

10 a.m., MWF 

10-11:50 a.m. 

12 p.m., MWF 

1-2:50 p.m. 

2 p.m., MWF 

3-4:50 a.m. 

2:25 p.m., MW 

3-4:50 a.m. 

5:35 & 6 p.m., MW 

5:35-7:25 p.m. 

7 p.m., W 

7:35-9:25 p.m. 

7 p.m., MW. 

7:35-9:25 p.m. 

Thursday, May 12 

8:25 a.m., TR 

8-9:50 a.m. 

11:15 a.m., TR 

10-11:50 a.m. 

3 p.m., MWF 

1-2:50 p.m. 

3:50 p.m., MW 

1-2:50 p.m. 

3:30 p.m., TR 

3-4:50 a.m. 

3:50 p.m., TR 

3-4:50 a.m. 

5:35 & 6 p.m., R 

5:35-7:25 p.m. 

7 p.m., R 

7:35-9:25 p.m. 

8:25 p.m., TR 

7:35-9:25 p.m. 

Friday, May 13 

7 a.m., MWF 

8-9:50 a.m. 

9 a.m., MWF 

10-11:50 a.m. 

11 a.m., MWF 

1-2:50 p.m. 

1 p.m., MWF 

3-4:50 a.m. 

1 p.m., MW 

3-4:50 a.m. 
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What are your plans for the summer? 


Paul Terrell, 24, 

pharmaceutical major, 
“I’m going to go to 
New York.’ 5 


Ashlie Contos, 18, 
business administration 
major, s Tm going to 
take summer classes.” 


Danny Lynn Meazell, art 

major, “To party, paint, 
and party. Then get 
ready to go to Atelier Art 
School.” 


Jennifer “Zuki” Sturges, 
18, substance abuse 
counseling major, 
“Taking a class and 
working.” 
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Organ donation proves a worthy cause 


By Rachael Riley 
Page Editor 

Organ Donation. Just the word 
makes most of us want to shud¬ 
der. Especially when we’re just 
now beginning our adult lives. 

It's something we try not to think 

about. With busy schedules, 
work, classes and exams, dying 
is the last thing on our minds. 

It’s something I never cared to 
discuss with my parents until my 
cousin’s death last year. My aunt, 
a nurse, has always stressed the 
importance of organ donation. 
My aunt and cousin both dis¬ 
cussed it openly, and ironically, 
my cousin became a qualified 
donor. 

“It helped knowing her 
wishes,’’ her mother said. 

April marked National Organ 
Donor Month. TJC Leadership 
students teamed up with South¬ 
west Transplant Alliance to in¬ 
form East Texans about organ 
donation. They tried getting col¬ 
leges, churches, nursing students, 
hospitals and the media involved 
in their project. 

“We felt this was a worthwhile 
project to take on,” Tilwanda 
Scott said. 

'‘We couldn't think of a better 
thing than to help saves lives," 
Rex Williams said. 

"It’s important to those who 
need an organ because 80.000 
people are on a waiting list and 
only 5,000 of those will receive 
an organ. “I found out during a 
time of crisis how' hard it is to get 

G 

an organ,’* Sandy Setliff-Johnson 



Photo By Hassan Dean 

Members ofTJC's leadership class talked to the newspaper staff about the 
importance of organ donatting. 


said. She is a part of the Leader¬ 
ship team working on this project. 

Thousands of people die each 
year who could be saved by or¬ 
gan and tissue donors. One indi¬ 
vidual donor can provide organs 
and tissue for 50 or more people. 

"To become an eligible donor, 
someone has to die on a respira¬ 
tor. Donation is not considered till 
all efforts to save a patient's life 
have failed and death has been de¬ 
clared," Setliff-Johnson said. 

Anyone can be a donor, regard¬ 
less or race, age or gender. Medi¬ 
cal stability is determined after the 
donor's death. Organs and tissues 
that can't be used for transplants 
often can be used in research to 
find cures for illnesses. 

Many believe if they carry an 
organ donation card or wear a 
bracelet, their organs will be used 
for someone who needs them. But 
family members make the ulti¬ 


mate decision. 

“That's why it's important to 
educate them and let them know 
what you want. They're the ones 
who make the ultimate deci¬ 
sion,” Williams said. 

The leadership class in¬ 
structed by Don Blaine includes: 
Setliff-Johnson, Rosara Lydia, 
Nathan Saenz, Scott and Will¬ 
iams. 

Organ donation can seem a 
melancholy topic to discuss with 
loved ones because it causes us 
to ponder our own deaths. But it 
does help families facing the 
crucial decision to know the 
patient's wishes about organ 
donation. Donation provides a 
chance for a humanitarian posi¬ 
tive thing to come from a sad 
and tragic event, a chance to lit¬ 
erally give the gift of life. 

To learn more about organ 
donation visit www.organ.org 
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Math teacher decides to retire after 40 years 
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David Demic reviews with his afternoon class for a future test. 
This is one of the last classes he will teach before his 
retirement. 


By Brooke Langston 
Staff Writer 

'‘There just comes a 
time when you’ve com¬ 
pleted your career and 
when you go, you want to 
go out at the top,” Math In¬ 
structor David Demic 
said. Demic has chosen to 
retire in May after teach¬ 
ing 40 years at TJC. 

Demic teaches math 
which, he said, has “never 
been easy” for him. De¬ 
spite no natural talent in 
math, he said math has be¬ 
come a “discipline” for 
him. 

The most challenging 
aspect of working at a jun¬ 
ior college has been the 
student diversity. “It can 
be stressful trying to find 
the right balance,” he said. 
He talked about times of 
waking up, worrying in 
the night of how to try and 
"reach people” because it 
is such a reward seeing 
students “get it.” 

His best advice for stu¬ 
dents is to keep in contact 

with their teacher and to 
come to class. “Every 


teacher has their own 
methods,” Demic said. 
“Follow them and go 
with the flow.” 

The best part of stu¬ 
dent interaction has been 
spontaneity, he said. But 
the worst part has been 
the occasional uncoop¬ 
erative student. 

Demic has enjoyed 
most the academic envi¬ 
ronment of teaching. 

He already plans on 
working in investments 
to keep him busy during 
retirement. He also 
hopes to enjoy more gar¬ 
dening, reading and trav¬ 
eling, starting with a trip 
to London in May. But, 
most of all, he said, he 
looks forward to exercis¬ 
ing, working out at the 
gym, polishing his tennis 
game and playing rac- 
quetball. 

Demic earned a 
bachelor's degree in 
math at Texas Tech Uni¬ 
versity. He then earned 
a master’s degree in math 
with a minor in English 
at the University of Texas 


in Austin. While a teach¬ 
ing assistant at UT Austin, 
he learned of several va¬ 
cancies in the TJC math 
department. Demic 
moved to Tyler to teach in 
fall 1965. 

It’s almost unheard of 
for someone to work 40 
years for the same em¬ 
ployer in today’s world. 
“It’s been unusual to start 
and end my career in the 
same place,” Demic said, 
but “TJC has been good to 
me.” 

Teaching also runs in 
the Demic household. His 
wife Virginia taught in 
public school until she re¬ 
tired. Demic serves at 
West Irwin Church of 
Christ as the children’s li¬ 
brarian. 

A time of struggle, 
Demic recalls, was an 
eight-year period of eye 
problems, starting in 1967. 
He had one big surgery 
and a series of smaller 
ones during this time. 
“With a detached retina, 
the thought of losing your 


eyesight comes to mind,” 
Demic said. 

But good times come 
with bad times. A high¬ 
light was surprising the 
faculty at a convocation in 
1997 by singing a medley 
of patriotic songs. Demic 
had plenty of experience 
before this performance. 
He was in the All-State 
Choir for two years in 

high school. “Music is 
my primary interest,” 
Demic said. 


In his classroom, Demic 
shares his sense of humor 
with students. A classic 
“Demic moment" would 
be on the first day of class 
when he tells his students 
he will be their math 
“coach” rather than 
teacher because he's 
learned over the years, 
students like coaches bet¬ 
ter. 

Whether coach or 
teacher, Demic always 
puts students first. 


Phi Theta Kappa advisers name Delk secretary 


By Carol Ethridge 
Staff Writer 


Gigi Delk, Phi Theta 
Kappa Adviser and com¬ 
puter information instruc¬ 
tor at TJC for 18 years 
was elected 2005-06 Sec¬ 
retary of the Association 
of Chapter Advisers April 
16. As secretary, Delk 


will have the opportunity 
to advance to positions of 
ACA vice-chairman and 
chairman. 

“This convention was 
the largest in Phi Theta 
Kappa history, with over 
1,200 chapters repre¬ 
sented, so to be one of 
four nominated and then 


to be elected was quite an 
honor!” Delk said. She 
was chosen from three 
other nominees from all 
over the United States. 

As PTK adviser, Delk 
has won the Giles Distin¬ 
guished Adviser Award 
and the Continued Excel¬ 
lence Award for Advisers. 


She was named to the 
Texas Hall of Honor for 
Advisers, Outstanding 
Adviser in Texas, and a 
Mosal Scholar. The com¬ 
puter information systems 
instructor has twice won 
an Endowed Chair for 
Teaching Excellence at 
TJC. 



Courtesy Photo 


Cates advocates community service projects 


By Bethany Germany 
Staff Writer 

Biology instructor Cathiyn 
Cates is a firm believer in 
helping the people around 
her. Not only does she 
sponsor Girl Scouts of 
America and Phi Theta 
Kappa, she encourages her 
students to get involved in 
helping people in their 
community. 

Cates encourages her- 
students to help at Relay 
for Life, cancer survivor 


retreats and to bring 
books to send to South 
and Central American 
schools as well as Tyler and 
the surrounding area. 

In Project Graduation 
TJC students have col¬ 
lected books and canned 
foods for needy children 
and their families. 

“We collect books for 
mainly kindergarten 
through fifth grade,” 
Cates said. The motto for 
Project Graduation is 


“Feed the body, Feed the 
mind.” Cates’ students 
have helped her collect 
thousands of books. 

“Last year we collected 
13,793 books and 8,510 
cans,” Cates said. 

Cates also tells her stu¬ 
dents they can volunteer 
for the American Cancer 
Society retreats for cancer 
survivors in the fall and 
spring. Students can work 
as runners and helpers for 
the retreat that will take 


place at Pine Cove this 
spring. 

TJC has had a team at 
Relay for Life for the past 
two years “ Since we have 
had the team, we have 
raised over $9,000,” Cates 
said. 

They also help Tell a 
Friend and Picture a Cure. 
Tell a Friend promotes 
women getting their 
mammograms done. Pic¬ 
ture a Cure is an organi¬ 
zation in which cancer 


survivors can send a pic¬ 
ture and a letter to the 
U.S. Congress seeking 
support for cancer re¬ 
search. 

Cates is active in the 
Tyler community and 
wants her students to 
learn to be active and 
helpful wherever they 
live. . 
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15th annual International Day cultivates spectators 


By Rachael Riley 
Page Editor 

People and exhibits filled the 
Apache rooms April 19forTJC’s 
15 annual International Day. Or¬ 
ganized by Government Instruc¬ 
tor Dr. Manoucher Khosrowshahi, 
students displayed information 
about 40 countries. Food, enter¬ 
tainment and booths beckoned 
students to learn about other cul¬ 
tures. 

Freshman sign language inter¬ 
preter major Crystal Brown, 19, 
came for the first time. “I came 
to just see what everything was 
about. I was particularly inter¬ 
ested in the American Sign Lan¬ 
guage booth because of my ma¬ 
jor," Brown said. 

Freshman dental hygiene ma¬ 
jor Nikita Padron, 18, also was a 
first-time participant. She came 
because her art teacher made the 
suggestion. “Hawaii was the most 
interesting booth. I learned how 
to say the Lord’s Prayer in Ha¬ 
waiian,” Padron said. 

Home-schooled student Aaron 
Manstem, 16, had attended Inter¬ 
national Days. “I came because 
my mom wanted me to. Germany 



was one of the most interesting 
booths,” Manstem said.' 

Freshman business adminis¬ 
tration major Zach Almandez, 
19,came to International Day for 
a class. “Venezuela was one of 
the most interesting booths. 
Learning how to say a word in 
‘Philipino was also cool,” 

Almandez said. 

Freshman psychology major 
Alayna Wilson, 19, attended In¬ 
ternational Day for the first time 
to earn extra credit in English. 


Photos By Hassan Dean 



Dishes, figurines, clothing and other items were on display 
for International Day. Performers also held the audiences 
attention during the event. 


Vilson said she enjoyed “all the 
:ool little figures to look at and 
he wonderful singers.” She 
earned that Manila is the capital 
)f the Philippine Islands. 

Criminal justice major Debbie 
Hontes, 18, another first time 
usitor, said “I came just to see 
lifferent stuff from around the 
vorld.” She said she really en- 
oyed seeing all the dancers and 
vas happy to receive information 
ibout Mercy Ships international 
nission trips. 

Twanya, 3, was a part of a large 
lumber of children who attended 
ntemational Day. She said she 
:ame back “to watch the ladies 
lance,"' because she remembered 
hem from last year. Although she 
mjoyed the dancing, making 
■nowflakes was the most enter- 
aining thing she did. 


Sophomore business major 
Lakeisha Grant said she came for 
the food and drinks. “I heard 
about how much fun it was last 
year so I decided that I couldn't 
miss it this year,” Grant said. 
“The most entertaining thing I 
saw was the different types of art 
work from each culture.” 

John Tyler High School senior 
Pierre Hall said he was there for 
a class assignment. Attending for 
the first time, he said he found 
the Indian headpieces the most 
interesting thing. “I'm glad that 
I came. I learned that I need to 
visit more parts of the world 
when I get older," Hall said. 


Anthony Croff and Shaun Cole 
contributed to this story 
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Scholars to give 
films to Texas College 

Leadership students from TJC 
Scholars Academy recently 
raised more than $250 to buy a 
copy of the Tyler, Texas, Black 
Film Collection DVD. The 
Scholars Academy will present 
the gift to Texas College at their 
spring commencement at 10 
a.m., May 7 in Caldwell Audito¬ 
rium. 

Sophomore, economics, Marissa 
Brown said the collection in¬ 
cludes seven short films and 
seven full-length films from the 
1930s and 1940s, made by black 
filmmakers and intended for 
viewing by black audiences. 

“These films were discovered 
in an old Tyler warehouse in 
1983, just as they were about to 
be discarded. Southern Method¬ 
ist University then recovered the 
films, cleaned them and now they 
are digitally restored and avail¬ 
able as a DVD set for $250,” 
freshman general studies major 
Dawson Hefner said. 

TJC owns a copy of the col¬ 
lection, but Texas College does 
not. 

Arevalo, Marissa Brown, 
Hefner and Kathrine Rose chose 
this as their leadership project for 
Scholars Academy because they 
wanted to do something "mean¬ 
ingful and important." 

The idea was brought to their 
attention by Scholars Academy 
Coordinator Joan Bruckwicki, 
after she attended a seminar at 
Southern Methodist University. 


Money for this project came 
from TJC students, faculty and 
alumni only. “We wanted this to 
be done in the TJC family," Rose 
said. They asked for small dona¬ 
tions only to give more people a 
chance to help. 

Other Scholars projects are 
eye glasses drive, trash pickup. 
Adopt a Highway, Partners in 
Education and the Veterans 
Project. 

For more information on these 
projects contact Bruckwicki. 

TRIO wins 
$228,000 grant 

TRIO program received an¬ 
other four-year grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education. 
For the third year in a row TRIO 
Project Coordinator Renee 
Hawkins has successfully writ¬ 
ten for the grant which will pro¬ 
vide approximately $228,000 for 
four years. 

With TRIO funds colleges can 
provide support services to help 
students reach their potential. 
TRIO helps four-year majors 
complete their degree programs 
here and transfer, Hawkins said. 

Participants can take work¬ 
shops in financial aid, finance, 
study skills and stress manage¬ 
ment. 

Grads prepare for 
May 14 ceremony 

Students who missed the April 
19 graduation rehearsal may pick 


up their caps, gowns, tassels and 
invitations at the Registrar's of¬ 
fice. They can buy more invita¬ 
tions for 25 cents each and Phi 
Theta Kappa stoles for $16, Reg¬ 
istrar Trey Hattaway said. 

Graduates must arrive at Gen¬ 
try Gym in the Ornelas HPE Cen¬ 
ter by 9 a.m., one hour before 
graduation. They can have free 
photos taken by Delk Photogra¬ 
phy starting at 8:30 a.m. 

Women are encouraged to 
wear hose and modest jewelry 
and all graduates should wear 
dark shoes. Graduates are asked 
not to wear jeans, Hattaway said. 

All photos must be taken out¬ 
side. Students may choose to 
“group" with friends and fellow 
students in the procession to 
graduate together. 

Hattaway said students should 
understand participating in the 
ceremony does not ensure gradu¬ 
ation. Advisors will check for 
graduation approval after final 
grades are received. 

400 students elect 

2005 Senate officers 

Every spring TJC students 
elect a student government. 

This year six people ran for 
office and more than 400 students 
voted. For president Emily Biggs 
defeated Megan Jamison and for 
vice-president Colt Wallace de¬ 
feated Shane Manllin. Uncon¬ 
tested races included Sommer 
Bell for secretary, and Anthony 
Williams for sophomore presi¬ 
dent. No one ran for sophomore 


vice-president or secretary. 

The Student Senate presents 
student needs to the Board of 
Trustees and they plan campus 
activities. Student Activities Di¬ 
rector Scott Nalley said. 

Wesley gives students 
place to study 

The Wesley Foundation serves 
as the Methodist student center 
for TJC. The foundation has 
provided a place of worship, 
spiritual formation, and recre¬ 
ation for TJC students since 
1954. The current building on 
Baxter Street, constructed in 
1961, offers a chapel, game 
room, kitchen and dining area 
along with a quiet place to study. 

The most-attended function of 
the Wesley Foundation is the free 
lunch from 11:30 a.m. until about 
1 p.m. every Tuesday. 

Wesley Director Rev. Denise 
Neuman, usually prepares the 
delicious home-cooked meals 
herself. 

The Wesley Foundation is 
funded by the Texas Annual Con¬ 
ference of the United Methodist 
Church. Neuman said her mis¬ 
sion is the same as that of John 
Wesley (1703-1791) who 
founded Methodism: “Offer 
them Christ.” 

“We really do have a lot to of¬ 
fer," Neuman said. “Students 
aren’t taking advantage of it." 

“People of all faiths are wel¬ 
come to Wesley activities," she 
said. 


Students want affordable daycare options on campus 


By Peyton Paschall 
Staff Writer 

Many TJC students are single 
young mothers raising their child 
alone. They may feel that find¬ 
ing childcare can hinder their 
education process, yet they still 
want to get an education. Money 
is almost always a problem for 
those with children and limited 
funds. Allowing babies in the 
classroom is not an option. But a 
daycare at TJC for parents who 
want to go to school and raise 
their children at the same time is 
a promising idea, student support 
services staff said. 


Sophomore Jeanie Brown, 21, 
a student at TJC and Texas Col¬ 
lege, has two young children, a 
10-month old daughter and a two 
year-old son. Texas College 
houses single mothers and pro¬ 
vides daycare for a reasonable 
price while mothers are in class. 
Brown believes TJC should in¬ 
vest in a non-campus daycare to 
help her attend classes. That 
would eliminate having to worry 
about high-priced daycare cen¬ 
ters or finding someone to watch 
her children. 

“It’s hard to go to school and 


raise two children at my age, but 
I can’t give them back. They are 
my life and my biggest responsi¬ 
bility. I want to give them ev¬ 
erything my parents never gave 
me. My education is vital for my 
motherhood dream. I can’t say 
that for most young parents be¬ 
cause the majority of them give 
up on school, which puts limits 
on their futures. I want a better 
future for me and my children. 
An on-campus daycare is just 
what I need to accomplish that,” 
Brown said. 


Josh Braxton, 24, sophomore, 
has a three-year-old daughter. 
His wife died in childbirth. His 
parents send him a little bit of 
money every month but they live 
in another state. He, too has lim- 
ited child care help. He can’t 
work, go to school and rear his 
child, but school is very impor¬ 
tant to Braxton because he wants 
to set a good example for his little 
girl. “If TJC organized a daycare 
for students with kids, that would 
be a great deal of help for me and 
many others here at TJC,” 
Braxton said. 
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HPE Center pool makes big splash with swimmers 



Photo by Anthony Crojf 


By Sharon Gamer 
Staff Writer 

Located inside the 
Ornelas HPE Center is an 
important water hole used 
for numerous activities. 
The TJC swimming pool 
is one of few indoor pools 
in Tyler. TJC students and 
non-students from age six 
months to 90 take classes. 

Water exerciser col¬ 
lege credit course, and 
non-credit classes serve 
people of all ages. These 
include water classes for 
infants, swimming les¬ 
sons for children, fitness 
classes for adults and a 
Fun Family Swim for the 
whole family to enjoy. 


The pool must be well 
kept for the numerous ac¬ 
tivities taking place. The 
State of Texas sets pool 
regulations and Smith 
County adds rules and 
regulations as well. 

The TJC pool is 
cleaned once, sometimes 
twice, a week depending 
on activities taking place. 
In the summer the pool is 
cleaned three times a 
week because it is used so 
often. The chemicals in 
the pool are checked two 
times a day, once in the 
morning and once at 
night. 

If there are any compli¬ 


cations with the water, it 
is continually checked 
throughout the day. 

The pool is inspected 
annually by Smith County 
officials unless a problem 
occurs with the city wa¬ 
ter. Then it is checked 
more often. 

Smith County officials 
recently inspected the 
pool and awarded it Pilot 
Pool in Smith County. 
This means other pools in 
the area must meet the 
standards the TJC pool 
maintained to gain county 
approval. 

If lightning and/or 
thunder occurs, all pool 


users must leave the wa¬ 
ter. 

Dressing areas and 
showers are available ad¬ 


jacent to the pool. Swim¬ 
mers must provide their 
own swimsuits and tow¬ 
els. 



Cafeteria menu tries to offer variety for students 


By Randy Thomas 
Staff Writer 

The story starts in elementary 
school and continues to be the 
running joke all through high 
school. 

School cafeteria food is just not 
like home. A person expects a 
difference when they go out to eat 
at a restaurant or fast food joint. 
When they have to eat at the same 
place every day because of they 
are away from home, it gets dis¬ 
heartening. 

No matter how you look at it, 
there’s nothing like mom's cook¬ 
ing. When a student leaves home 
and experiences food that isn't 
like home, complaints are sure to 
come. That seems to be the case 
at TJC, as at any other campus 
around the country. 

Valley Services, Inc. based in 
Jackson, Miss, has operated TJC 
dining facilities since August, 
2002. Randall Mc-Gowan, resi¬ 
dent district manager for Valley 
Services, manages TJC food ser¬ 
vice. The food service contract is 
up for renewal each August. 

McGowan said corporate 
headquarters send out sample 
menus to him. He takes these 
and, with Chef Rich Lippitz, 
changes them to suit the tastes 
and suggestions of students here. 

McGowan and TJC adminis¬ 
trators decided in December, 
2004, to take the dining facility 
to the next level. The results of 
this meeting and student sugges¬ 
tions led to TJC Favorites added 
this semester. These include 


dishes like chicken fried steak, 
chicken fried chicken and fried 

catfish. 

% 

Valley Services also operates 
the Deli Depot in Pirtle Tech Cen¬ 
ter and Starbucks next to the TJC 
Bookstore. Both are doing very 
well, McGowan said. Star-bucks 
replaced Chick-Fil-A that lost its 
franchise. Deli Depot offers 
sandwiches, chips and drinks. 
The meal plan can be used there 
too. 

Allison McGowan, the 
manager’s wife, coordinates ca¬ 
tering. Most catering Valley Ser¬ 
vices is for campus organizations 
or meetings, but a few outside 
groups use the service. Catering 
cost depends on the food being 
served and other considerations. 

Many TJC students eat their 
meals on the meal plan. About 
700 to 800 students and faculty 
eat at lunch and 530 of these use 
the meal plan, McGowan said. 

They were surveyed recently. 
A majority said they want more 
variety. 

Tanner Allred, 19, an art ma¬ 
jor from Winns-boro, asked for 
“Hamburger Helper, Caesar 
salad, chicken strips and thick 
gravy.” 

English major Erik Manning, 
18, from Mar-shall, suggested, 
“...real food, not all fried. Maybe 
some deli or Chinese." 

A few responded that the staff 
need better attitudes and there is 
not enough room, especially at 
lunch. 


No one is ever fully satisfied 
with anything that isn’t like 
home, but the dining service on 
our campus tries to fill the void. 
McGowan said he wants to help 


students any way he can. 

“I enjoy working with TJC. 
We have developed a great part¬ 
nership. Having lots of feed-back 
from the school helps," he said. 
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Men’s Golf Team plans strong season finish 


By Ric Worsham 
Staff Writer 

TJC is known nationally not 
only as academically strong, but 
also for outstanding athletic pro¬ 
grams. Six freshmen and six 
sophomores make the Men's 
Golf Team one of those. After a 
solid 2004 fall including a tour¬ 
nament win and three top five 
team finishes, the golfers were 
ready for spring play. 

TJC teams took first and sec¬ 
ond places in TJC's Invitational 
Tournament at Eagle's Bluff 
Country Club. Sophomore Brett 
Scarber won medalist honors , 
shooting rounds of 74 and 71 and 
five others placed in the Top 10. 


Despite tough rainy condi¬ 
tions, they placed third out of 20 
teams in Illinois Central Invita¬ 
tional at Goose Pond Golf Course. 
Chris Beall and Trey McNeill 
placed fifth and seventh. 

Their consistent success van¬ 
ished among gale force winds at 
Oklahoma Christian University 
Invitational in Edmond, Okla., 
leaving them in 8th place. They 
plan to come back at State Cham¬ 
pionship April 11-12 in Midland, 
before heading to the next Re¬ 
gional Championship in Paris. 

The Team gets two weeks to rest 
and practice before three players 
return to the National Champion¬ 
ship in Scottsboro, Ala. Chris 


Beall, Trey McNeill and defend¬ 
ing champion Steven Knight hope 
to forget last year's National, when 
food poisoning took out two TJC 
golfers the night before play. The 
team lost its 54-hole lead, leaving 
only Steven Knight to win the In¬ 
dividual Medalist Trophy. 

Three sophomores have com¬ 
mitted to university teams: Trey 
McNeill and Chris Beall to 
Abilene Christian University and 
Steven Knight to San Diego State 
University. Brett Scarber plans 
to play at Baylor University, but 
he hasn’t signed yet. 

Brian Yawn plans to study 
computer science at Texas A&M 
University and Ric Worsham will 


transfer to University of Texas at 
Tyler, play golf two more years 
and earn a journalism degree. 

Coach Terry said he would 
love for his players to win a sec¬ 
ond National Golf Championship 
in three years. “We are going to 
have to play consistent golf for 
four days with very little mis¬ 
takes,” he said. “These boys de¬ 
serve a national championship 
more than any other team.” 

Their strongest opponents will 
be Darton College from Georgia, 
and John A. Logan College from 
Illinois. If they can stay ahead 
of these two, the TJC Men’s Golf 
Team will bring home another 
National Championship Trophy. 


Student athletes face random tests for steroid use 


By Brian Martin 
Staff Writer 

In a year of steroid controversy 
over major league baseball, it is 
good to know a hometown col¬ 
lege actually takes time to drug 
test its athletes. TJC athletes are 
randomly tested throughout the 
school year, even during off sea¬ 
son for their particular sport. 

The baseball scandal started 
with Jose Canseco’s book 
“Juiced” in which many major 
league baseball players were ac¬ 
cused of doing steroids. 


The media revealed not only 
steroid use in the majors, but it 
goes all the way down through 
the minors into college and even 
some high school kids are look¬ 
ing for that edge. 

Head Baseball Coach Jon 
Groth said, “TJC is one of the 
only Texas junior colleges to do 

drug testing for steroids. The Na¬ 
tional Junior College Athletics 
Association does not have any 
regulations for steroid testing,” 
Groth said. 


Drain and faculty “strongly sup¬ 
port drug testing and have 
adopted a very defined drug and 
alcohol policy for TJC athletes.” 

Coach Groth says of steroids 
“Players should not use them. 
They do nothing good for athletes 
in the future. “Sure, they are a 
way to take short cuts and be 

ready for the here and now.” 

Players need to look at what’s 
good for them for the rest of their 
lives, not what is good for them 
right now. Over time steroids do 
nothing but break down the body 


and cause many different ail¬ 
ments,” Groth said. 

The baseball team works out 
rigorously not only through the 
off-season, but they lift during 
the season to keep their bodies fit. 
Over-the-counter supplements 
are allowed. Such as a cretonn. 

Players are encouraged to talk to 
the coach about a product they 
might have a question about. 

The only way to get bigger and 
stronger is to continually work 
out the body. 


Athletic Director Dr. Tim 

Major league baseball gears up for new season 


By Brad Brown 
Staff Writer 

As Major League Baseball 
begins, every team wants to win 
the World Series. Boston Red 
Sox made history last year when 
they became 2004 Champions. 

The Red Sox, rallying from a 
3-0 deficit, won the series 4-3, 
beating archrival New York Yan¬ 
kees to advance to the World 
Series. The Sox beat the St. Louis 
Cardinals, 4-1 to become king of 
baseball as they ended the curse 
of the Bambino. 

In American League East, the 
Red Sox and Yankees will con¬ 
tinue as teams favored to win. 
The Yankees added pitchers 
Randy Johnson and Carl Pavano 
and the Sox added all-star short¬ 
stop Edgar Rentareilla and start¬ 
ing pitcher David Wells. 

Baltimore Orioles.need their 
starting pitchers to match their 
hitting. With slugger Sammy 
Sosa in a potent lineup with 
Miguel Tejada and Melvin Mora, 


the Orioles could win AL East. 

In AL Central, Minnesota 
Twins and Chicago White Sox 
will probably lead. The Twins 
have an edge with last year’s AL 
Cy Young winner, Johan Santana, 
plus pitchers Brad Radke, Carlos 
Silva and Kyle Lohse and the 
Majors most athletic outfield. 

After losing sluggers Carlos 
Lee and Magglio Ordonez, the 
White Sox could step back in the 
division. 

Division sleepers are Cleve¬ 
land Indians and Detroit Tigers. 
Cleveland has young starting 
pitchers C.C. Sabathia, Clif Lee, 
and Jake Westbrook, veteran 
Kevin Millwood and good solid 
hitters: Travis Hafner, Victor 
Martinez and Ronnie Belliard. 

But the Tigers have similar tal¬ 
ent: pitchers Jeremy Bonderman, 
Nate Robertson, Mike Maroth 
and Jason Johnson, plus hitters 
Ivan Rodriguez, newly acquired 
Magglio Ordonez and Demitri 
Young. Both teams may make AL 


Central the best division race. 

In AL West, newly-named Los 
Angeles of Anaheim Angels are 
favored. They could win AL 
West, and contend for the Series. 

Hitters Vladameir Guerrero 
and Garret Anderson plus a 
strong pitching staff led by 
Bartolo Colon will help. 

Texas Rangers and Seattle 
Mariners will contend for AL 
West. Rangers must pitch better 
than last year. They have the bats, 
but they need more from their 
starters to win the coveted title. 

Mariners face similar prob¬ 
lems — strong bats, but no pitch¬ 
ing depth. Oakland Athletics will 
take their toll. After trading Mark 
Moulder and Tim Hudson, they 
must rely on starting pitchers 
Barry Zito and Rich Harden, who 
have never faced much pressure. 

In NL East, Atlanta Braves and 
Florida Marlins are favored. 
Pitcher Tim Hudson, the Braves 
hope, can get them over the top 
and into the World Series. 


Florida Marlins, with pitchers 
Josh Beckett, Dontrelle Willis 
and AJ Burnett, plus hitters 
Carlos Delgado, Miguel Cabrera 
and Mike Lowell, could win their 
second Series in four years. Di¬ 
vision sleeper may be New York 
Mets.. 

Last year’s NL Champs, St. 
Louis Cardinals, might win NL 
Central after adding Mark 
Moulder. Chicago Cubs might 
move ahead if starting pitchers 
Mark Prior and Kerry Wood stay 
healthy. Houston Astros may lose 
momentum with Carlos Beltran 
and Jeff Kent gone to free agency. 
They must rely on injury-prone 
Andy Pettite.If he does not stay 
healthy, they could slip. 

In NL West,Los Angeles 
Dodgers are favored, only if Gi¬ 
ants’ slugger Barry Bonds is not 
healthy. If Bonds stays healthy 
and standings are close, the Gi¬ 
ants will likely win NL West, but 
division sleeper San Diego Pa¬ 
dres could take the title. 
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Non-traditional students hope for better jobs 


By Coshandra Dillard 
Staff Writer 

TJC’s diverse campus 
makes it clear that college 
is no longer an environ¬ 
ment of only 18-21 year- 
olds. Enrolling in college 
after years of “real life" 
experiences can be a ma¬ 
jor adjustment. For some, 
it usually means juggling 
school, work and chil¬ 
dren. 

Nontraditional students 
return to college primarily 
to gain employment op¬ 
portunities. Changing 
technology and a sluggish 
economy send employers 
to look for a labor force 
with college degrees. 

Radiology technology 
major, Gary Adcok, 51, is 
comfortable in class with 


students who are a lot 
younger. He returned to 
college to learn a new 
trade in the medical field, 
where he already works. 
Adcock said he loses 
sleep and has less time for 
fun, but he finds learning 
gratifying. 

“It really isn't a sacri¬ 
fice because everyone 
needs it. I'm 51 years old. 
I’ll still be 51 if I wasn’t 
in school," he said. 

Staff Technician Ann 
Holley, 53, was divorced 
with no work experience 
when she enrolled at TJC. 
Holley said many days 
she wanted to give up, but 
she got encouragement 
from church and two 
adult students from her 
class. Holley’s first se¬ 


mester was difficult but 
many people encouraged 
her while she worked as a 
student assistant until she 
graduated in May 2004. 
Holley said returning stu¬ 
dents must have support 
and learn to take it day- 
by-day. 

Business major Cindy 
Burkett, 35, returned to 
college to advance in her 
career. Burkett said she 
blends in with the younger 
crowd. 

Business administra¬ 
tion major Kedrick 
Graves, 29, believes more 
adults should aspire to get 
an education, regardless 
of personal circum¬ 
stances. “I want a profes¬ 
sion, not a job. It is better 
to sacrifice now and rest 


later than to rest now and 
sacrifice when you’re 
old," he said. Graves said 
he had to learn to organize 
and manage time better 
since he works, has a son 
and leads a children’s 
class at church. 

Special Populations 
Coordinator Jan Adams 
often finds support for 
adult students who seek 
help. “Older students do 
well and are more fo¬ 
cused. They are here be¬ 
cause they want to be or 
have to be here to help 
their family,” Adams said. 
She is always excited to 
see a transformation in 
adult students by the time 
they graduate. 

According to TJC’s In¬ 
stitutional Research and 


Records Management 
Department, 2,577 non¬ 
traditional students, age 
25 and over enrolled in 
fall 2004. Ninety-one stu¬ 
dents have received funds 
from the Carl D. Perkins 
Grant which helps full¬ 
time vocational or allied 
health majors with 
childcare, books and 
transportation. 

Applications and 
guidelines for Perkins 
Grants are available at 
Support Services in 
Rogers Student Center. 
Counselors are available 
to help with study skills 
and test anxiety. For more 
information contact 
Learning Specialist and 
Tutor Coordinator Tracie 
Williams at 510-2041. 


TJC student receives national academic honors 


By Coshandra Dillard 
Staff Writer 

Sophomore Jennifer 
Brooksj 19, said she is 
amazed to have received 
two distinguished honors 
in 2005. The psychology 
major was named a Na¬ 
tional Guistwhite Scholar, 
by Phi Theta Kappa, the 
junior college honor soci¬ 
ety. Brooks also made the 
All-USA Academic Sec¬ 
ond Team, sponsored by 
USA Today and the 
American Association of 
Community Colleges. 

Brooks was recognized 
April 15 at a PTK Inter¬ 
national Convention i n 
Dallas. Of more than 800 



Courtesy Photo 


students who applied for 
Guistwhite Scholarships, 
only 20 were selected. 
Recipients must meet 
strong criteria including 
grade point average, an es¬ 
say and community in¬ 


volvement. Guistwhite 
recipients receive $5,000 

scholarships. 

Brooks, a PTK mem¬ 
ber since fall 2003, serves 
as vice president of schol¬ 
arship. She was on a mis¬ 
sion trip in El Salvador 
when she learned about 
her award. 

A couple of weeks later, 
Brooks found out about 
the All-USA Academic 
spot. “It was pretty awe¬ 
some,” she said. From 
more than 1,700 students 
who applied, 20-member 
first, second and third 
teams were featured April 
11 in USA Today. 

Brooks, a Van High 


School graduate, won a 
Top Ten Scholarship to 

TJC. She works with 
church activities includ¬ 
ing mission trips to 
Mexico in 2004 and El 
Salvador in 2005. 
Brooks developed a 
children’s church where 
she worships and teaches 
vacation bible school. 
She led church members 
in a canned food drive 
and teamed up with 
PATH. She organized 
TEAM which sponsored 
a volunteer fair and blood 
drive. 

More young people 
should get involved with 
the community because 


“you never know where 
life can take you,” she 
said. “You might need 
help one day.” 

Participating in activi¬ 
ties and making a differ¬ 
ence in people's lives is 
more fun than just show¬ 
ing up to class. Brooks 
said. 

She will graduate with 
associate of arts degrees 
in psychology, sociology 
and social work in May. 
She will major in psychol¬ 
ogy at Texas A&M-Com- 
merce. Her goals are to 
earn a Ph.D. in that field 
and establish an after¬ 
school Christian student 
center. 



Lone Star Storage 

3521 Franks ton Hwy. 

Tyler, TX 75701 
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